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Reading Analysis
a. Mending Wall
The poem “Mending Wall” involves the viewpoints of two neighbors regarding the importance of constructing and mending a wall that separates their property. The imagery created by the argument about the significance of the wall reflects the nature of the neighbors: one of them is a progressive person while the other is a traditionalist or conservative. The persona is a liberal neighbor. He does not see the point in constructing the wall since neighbors can coexist better without it. According to the persona, there is something “that doesn’t love a wall” (line 1). However, much the neighbors invest efforts in mending the wall; some natural forces destroy it. Therefore, the neighbors’ properties can be safe without the wall. The absence of a wall could even make great neighbors due to their corporation. 
However, the traditionalist (the neighbor wanting the wall constructed), contradicts the progressive neighbor’s view. He wants to protect his property by building the wall. The apple trees of his neighbor should not cross the border and grow on his land, and neither are his pines. The traditionalist believes, “Good fences make good neighbors” (line 26). The argument literary means that good fences do not have any gap, and if there are gaps, they should be well mended. Also, good fences rightfully demarcate properties; thus, the neighbor wants to complain. The speaker says that when they repair the wall, they usually “use a spell to make them balance” (line 18). This hyperbole serves to exaggerate how the mending of fences is strict about making them “good fences.” The repair of the wall literary means that nothing from either side, be it animals, crops, etc. can cross the wall. Therefore, the neighbors will not quarrel over the petty issues like the intrusion of either of them to the affairs of the other. 
The symbolic meaning of the statement is that respect for personal space is essential. When people do not interfere with each other’s continuity, then peace exists between them. The poet uses the two personas to ridicule the folly behind the construction of the Berlin Wall. The irony embedded in the reality of the statement is that “good fences make bad neighbors.” Segregation of neighbors does not result in any progressive, whatsoever. The poet creates satire to provoke the minds of the contemporary audience to weigh the benefits and disadvantages of social interactions. Although human beings might dispute over social matters, social interaction results in development. The Berlin Wall never made a good neighborhood. Therefore, the meaning of the title “Mending Wall” comes from the irony that “Good fences make good neighbors” (line 44). As far as people adopt the statement, the mending of the wall will never end, and so instead of neighbors thinking about other development, they will spend a lot of time and resources gapping the wall. Thus, the title is satirical.
a.      Sapiens
The success of the sapiens to adapt to nature depended upon their language. The cognitive revolution of the sapiens depends entirely on the development of language. Since the minds of the modern man could construct abstract meaning through writing, the sapiens were able to achieve two things. 
First, language helped the sapience to form fiction through the creation of abstract meanings. I led to further innovation in spheres of life, such as hunting and gathering. As such,  cognitive animals could plan how to source their food, protect themselves from dangerous animals, and build comfortable shelters (p. 3). Language facilitated artistry, that is, the sapiens thought creatively thus, connecting well to nature. Through their abstract thinking, the sapiens formed myths that tried to trace their origin and origin of other natural phenomena like gods, ghosts, etc.  
Secondly, language served as a binding tool for different sapiens because they were able to communicate meaningfully with each other. Cognitive animals could cooperative in many activities. It is worth noting that language contributed to social roles that distinguished the sapiens from other animals. Although other animals form families or larger groups, they lack communication, and therefore, they cannot construct abstract meaning (p. 6). This limitation makes them require social roles and cooperation, which the sapiens have.
Through language, people can come together to form communities. Their cooperation starts from the family level to the village and the community as a whole, which may characteristic of different tribes and races. They do so because they share common beliefs and myths. The stories they form refer to social constructs imagined realities, or fictions (p. 13). People do not consider the imagined realities lie because of everybody in the community belief them. From the cognitive revolution period to the present human beings have existed in dual reality state: that is, they construct meaning from physical things (physical reality) and imagination (imagined reality). Therefore, changing the myths and beliefs of people can alter the way they cooperate.
Due to the ability of people to construct imagined realities through language, there is an imagined order in the communities (p. 18). Imagined order is passed related to genetic components that are passed from generation to generation through birth. However, people have formed other ways of protecting the imagined order from disintegration. The methods used include writing and myths. They bind people together through culture and general rules. Some examples of imagined order are a community, political organization, and trade networks, etc. In conclusion, the sapiens survived the changes in nature due to their ability to use language to form meaning.


